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Body 


Four protesters arrested is a fart in a mitten. 


Of course, the hecklers and demonstrators shouldn't have been arrested by cops at all. Far as | can decipher, only 
a couple were charged with breaching the peace. In fact, one individual collared for shouting about Charles "Who 
elected him?" when the King's proclamation was read aloud in Oxford was "de-arrested," as neologistically phrased 
by Thomas Valley police. 


Another, a woman identified only as Mariangela who apparently is aligned with an outfit called Global Majority - 
referring to those who've been racialized as ethnic minorities - was nicked for holding up a sign that said "F--- 
imperialism, abolish monarchy" outside the Edinburgh cathedral where the casket of Queen Elizabeth II was lying. 


Global Majority issued a statement. "Calling for abolition of the monarchy is as old as the monarchy itself and is a 
cornerstone of freedom of speech in the U.K." 


And, of course, there was the 22-year-old fellow being dragged away by police - captured on bystander video - for 
jeering at Prince Andrew: "You're a sick old man!" 


Too true. If there's anybody who should be booed and barracked, it's the disgraced Duke of Dork, accused of 
having sex with a minor, allegedly groomed by the late Jeffrey Epstein (suicide), who was convicted of procuring a 
child for prostitution. Andrew has repeatedly denied it. He settled the lawsuit out of court. 


In London, Paul Powlesland, a barrister and climate activist, claimed he'd been threatened with arrest under the 
Public Order Act for waving a blank sheet of paper in Parliament Square - a trending gesture by supporters of those 
who'd been harassed for raising scrawled objections to the Queen, the King, the whole kit 'n' caboodle of the 
nation's complicated history. 


On Twitter, Powlesland wrote that the bobby had told him "if | wrote 'Not My King’... he would arrest me ... because 
someone might be offended." 


Further tweeting: "A period of quiet mourning is fine, but using that period to cement Charles’ accession as King 
and cracking down on any dissent to the accession as disrespectful is outrageous." 


Well, I'm glad to hear that My Learned Friend - as they say in court - considers a period of quiet mourning A-OK, if 
you must. But exhibitionist dissent amidst sea-to-sea national mourning for a beloved sovereign is disrespectful and 
offensive, though not remotely a criminal offence. This cop wasn't the sharpest knife in the Met drawer. 
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The Metropolitan Police acknowledged the overreach, after several MPs lit into the abuse of authority. "The public 
absolutely have a right to protest and we have been making this clear to all officers involved in the extraordinary 
policing operation currently in place." 


Truth is, civil liberties haven't been torn asunder for pro-republicans, anti-monarchists and the clot of perennial 
colonialism scolds who are having their moment - academic wonks, far-left commentators and ad hominem 
sophists. 


Grievance instead of grief. 


Of course, those who wouldn't dare speak against the Queen while she was alive see a vulnerable quarry in her 
heir, King Charles Ill. Because the Queen, as a person, has always polled better than monarchy, as an institution, 
from Canada to Australia. For that reason, it's believed the newly invested Prince and Princess of Wales - William 
and Kate - are planning a tour Down Under, part of a goodwill push to boost the Crown. 


It's all of a piece, however, with escalating crankiness over the homage being paid to the late Queen over 10 days 
of official mourning - on Wednesday a three-mile queue winding outwards from Westminster where Elizabeth Il is 
lying in state for four days. Seminal events hijacked by a chatterati class. Critics who, while including lip-service 
disclaimers - yes Elizabeth was a fine woman, yes Elizabeth put duty and public service about all else for seven 
decades, yes Elizabeth was cherished by her subjects - are intent on pissing in the cereal and advancing their 
inflated woke agenda. 


The hard-left Guardian, a superb newspaper in most of its journalism, was first to crawl out from under it soeak-no- 
evil rock, though quickly joined by the New York Times, the Washington Post and, dare | say, the Toronto Star. The 
Guardian even published on Tuesday a freelance column by Nalini Mohabir, an associate professor at Concordia 
University in Montreal. Headline: "Commonwealth nations deserve an apology." 


I'll quote it (mercifully) briefly: "For the people of formerly colonised countries, the monarch is not a neutral 
institution. It is the embodiment of imperial legacies that benefitted Britain at the expense of its colonies, and played 
an active role in the slave trade ... 


"For remembering this history just when the Queen's coffin is travelling through Britain, | might be accused of 
speaking ill of the dead." 


Queen Elizabeth was five years old when Empire transitioned to the Commonwealth. She was head of state but 
had no power to set government policies. Under Queen Elizabeth, Britain decolonized. Neither she nor any society 
in this age nor any individual nor any institution can be held responsible for what transpired centuries ago. 


There have been times in the recent past where critics of the monarchy have exploited moments for their own 
political ends. 


Prince William and wife Kate were booed at points during a March royal tour by the Cambridges of Belize, Jamaica 
and the Bahamas, intended to strengthen the bonds of Commonwealth but decried as "a disaster." Some events 
had to be cancelled, including a start-off visit to a cacao farm in a Belize village, where locals were in a rage over a 
land dispute with a conservation charity of which the prince is a patron. 


In fact, this was a local protest - small in number - between the village and their regional government over the 
meaning of consent in the context of communal land rights to territory "expunged" in the colonial period by the 
British. The royals were merely a convenient target, fury flamed by academics and media personalities who seized 
the opportunity for international headlines, from which the imbroglio billowed into a wider debate about cutting ties 
with the monarchy. 


Heck, I've been caught in more vigorous protests when the then-Prince of Wales and Camilla were in Montreal a 
few years ago. How representative that egg-throwing demo was of prevalent opinion in Quebec was impossible to 
measure. 
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But in places such as Antigua and Barbuda, where the prime minister on the weekend said a referendum on 
monarchy would be held within a few years and, say, Kenya - where Mau Mau freedom fighters opposed to British 
rule burned down the Treetop Lodge where Elizabeth went to sleep one night in 1952 as a princess and woke up in 
the morning as a queen - dubious attachment to the Crown, as the leaders of those nations themselves have made 
clear, is as interwoven with reparation demands as it is autonomy from sovereignty. 


So what of the airing of grievances and discontent? If not now, some have asked (rhetorically), then when? 


Um, next week maybe? After Monday's funeral, perhaps? We now return you to your regularly scheduled mourning 
spectacle ... 


Twitter: @rdimanno 
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